


WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Gathering Music

Call to Worship

One: Children of God, pay attention! The days are coming when God’s peace will reign and all
creation will flourish under the reign of our Creator.

All: The days are surely coming!

One: Children of God, prepare your hearts! The days are coming and are already here when God will
come near and show us how to recognize God’s reign among us.

All: The days are surely coming and are already here!

One: Children of God, be alert and listen! God has come near to build the kingdom on earth here
and now. Will you join in?

All: The days are surely coming and are already here! We come to prepare our hearts to pay
attention, to listen, and to follow God’s call to build God’s kingdom on earth as it is in
heaven. Amen.

Congregational Introit Emmanuel, Emmanuel UMH 204

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel.

Welcome

† Opening Hymn Hail to the Lord’s Anointed UMH 203

1. Hail to the Lord’s Anointed, great David’s greater Son!
Hail in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free;
to take away transgression, and rule in equity.

2. He comes with succor speedy to those who suffer wrong;
to help the poor and needy, and bid the weak be strong;
to give them songs for sighing, their darkness turn to light,
whose souls, condemned and dying, are precious in his sight.

3. He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth;
love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth.
Before him, on the mountains, shall peace, the herald, go,
and righteousness, in fountains, from hill to valley flow.



4. To him shall prayer unceasing and daily vows ascend;
his kingdom still increasing, a kingdom without end.
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove;
his name shall stand forever; that name to us is love.

Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope – Chelsea, Cora, and Joey Carter

Prayers of the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
OnlineWorshipers may type prayer requests in the Live Chat, taking care for privacy.

Pastoral Prayer

WE HEAR OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Scripture Matthew 20:1-16 (CEB)

“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire workers for his
vineyard. After he agreed with the workers to pay them a denarion, he sent them into his vineyard.

“Then he went out around nine in the morning and saw others standing around the marketplace doing
nothing. He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I’ll pay you whatever is right.’ And they
went.

“Again around noon and then at three in the afternoon, he did the same thing. Around five in the
afternoon he went and found others standing around, and he said to them, ‘Why are you just standing
around here doing nothing all day long?’

“‘Because nobody has hired us,’ they replied.

“He responded, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’

“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the workers and give them
their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and moving on finally to the first.’ When those who
were hired at five in the afternoon came, each one received a denarion. Now when those hired first
came, they thought they would receive more. But each of them also received a denarion. When they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, ‘These who were hired last worked one hour, and
they received the same pay as we did even though we had to work the whole day in the hot sun.’

“But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I did you no wrong. Didn’t I agree to pay you a denarion?
Take what belongs to you and go. I want to give to this one who was hired last the same as I give to you.
Don’t I have the right to do what I want with what belongs to me? Or are you resentful because I’m
generous?’ So those who are last will be first. And those who are first will be last.”



Scriptural Response

One: TheWord of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen

Anthem The Colors of Christmas John Rutter
©2011 CollegiumMusic Publications

Message Living in God’s Economy Rev. Bob Rhodes

WE RESPOND TO THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Response to the Word

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory

† Doxology Praise God, fromWhom All Blessings Flow UMH 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Confession

All: Holy God, we confess that we are busy with many preparations. We are busy with
parties, with feasts, with giving. We are busy cleaning house and wrapping presents.
We are busy with the stuff of the holiday. And we confess that our busyness may be
misplaced, that we spend more time preparing for things than preparing for You.
Draw us back to the center, which is You. Remind us that our hearts and souls have
work to do, too. Enable us to let go of that which does not matter, and to see what
does matter. This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

One: In humbling ourselves and in our acts of confession, we are not vulnerable or weakened. In our
bold confession, we empty ourselves of all that distracts us from the incarnation of Christ and
the building of God’s kingdom.We see that God’s generous grace is for all of God’s
children–yes, even for us. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.



All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion Communion Setting W& S 3171
Online worshipers are invited to select elements including bread and juice (or similar) from their homes to
participate in Holy Communion. Please wait until directed before receiving your elements.

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Communion Song Let AllMortal Flesh Keep Silence UMH 626

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture, in the body and the blood;
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food.

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish as the darkness clears away.

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry:
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, LordMost High!

Prayer After Communion

WE FOLLOW CHRIST INTO THE WORLD
† Closing Hymn For the Fruits of This Creation UMH 97

1. For the fruits of this creation, thanks be to God;
for good gifts to every nation, thanks be to God;
for the plowing, sowing, reaping, silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safe-keeping, thanks be to God.



2. In the just reward of labor, God’s will is done;
in the help we give our neighbor, God’s will is done;
in our worldwide task of caring for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing, God’s will is done.

3. For the harvests of the Spirit, thanks be to God;
for the good we all inherit, thanks be to God;
for the wonders that astound us, for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.

† Benediction

Postlude Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying Arr. Johann GottfriedWalther
©2006 Hope Publishing Co.

Liturgical elements from The AbingdonWorship Annual and Discipleship Ministries (UMC)

Flowers: from the Cosford Family, in celebration of Nick & Joesia who share the same
December 2 birthday

Liturgist: Chelsea Carter
Organist: Robert Wuertz
Pianist: Rebecca Cosford
Ushers: Don Lincoln, Peter McCreight, Lon Showley, Russell Toppi
Communion Servers:Chelsea Carter, Gail Chatfield, Jerri Williams
Tech Team: AJ Prat, Cam Rhodes

LJUMCMinistry Team
Rev. Bob Rhodes, Lead Pastor; BobWuertz, Music Ministries Director;

Theresa Erb, OfficeManager; Emilio Valente, Information Technology Director;
ErinWyer, NS Executive Director


