


WE GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Gathering Music Adagio Baldassare Galuppi/Arr. Hopson
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Call to Worship

One: We gather to listen to the voice of Jesus say, “Come, follow me!” But will you follow when
Jesus also calls you to release the hold wealth has on you?

All: We want to follow Jesus anywhere he leads, and we can with God’s help.

One: We gather to remember all that God has taught us through scripture, tradition, reason, and
experience. But what about when we have to put what we know into action?

All: We want to put our faith into action, and we can with God’s help.

One: We gather to live into God’s economy of abundance, recognizing the riches of the prayers,
presence, gifts, service, and witness that surround us. But what about when the world tempts
us back into scarcity?

All: We want to turn away from scarcity and choose God’s abundance, and we can with
God’s help.

One: We gather to shine as a beacon of a new way of living where following Jesus means sharing in
God’s abundant gifts together. But will you keep shining when others try to pull you astray,
putting the pursuit of wealth before the pursuit of God?

All: With God’s help, we will resist the pull of wealth and the fear of scarcity and pursue
the way of love, abundance, and �ourishing for all creation. Amen.

Congregational Introit He HasMadeMe Glad TFWS 2270

1. I will enter his gates with thanksgiving in my heart,
I will enter his courts with praise. I will say,
“This is the day that the Lord has made.”
I will rejoice, for he has made me glad.

Refrain
He has made me glad, he has made me glad.
I will rejoice, for he has made me glad.
He has made me glad, he has made me glad.
I will rejoice, for he has made me glad.

Welcome



† Opening Hymn Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing UMH 400

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy,never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by �aming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I’m �xed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love.

2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’m come;
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood.

3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts above.

Blessing for Young Hearts

Prayers of the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
OnlineWorshipers may type prayer requests in the Live Chat, taking care for privacy.

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Almighty Father, Hear Our Prayer Arr. Donald Moore
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WE HEAR OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Scripture Mark 10:17-31 (CEB)

As Jesus continued down the road, a man ran up, knelt before him, and asked, “Good Teacher, what
must I do to obtain eternal life?”



Jesus replied, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except the one God. You know the
commandments: Don’t commit murder. Don’t commit adultery. Don’t steal. Don’t give false
testimony. Don’t cheat. Honor your father and mother.”

“Teacher,” he responded, “I’ve kept all of these things since I was a boy.”

Jesus looked at him carefully and loved him. He said, “You are lacking one thing. Go, sell what you
own, and give the money to the poor. Then you will have treasure in heaven. And come, follow me.”
But the man was dismayed at this statement and went away saddened, because he had many
possessions.

Looking around, Jesus said to his disciples, “It will be very hard for the wealthy to enter God’s
kingdom!” His words startled the disciples, so Jesus told them again, “Children, it’s di�cult to enter
God’s kingdom! It’s easier for a camel to squeeze through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to
enter God’s kingdom.”

They were shocked even more and said to each other, “Then who can be saved?”

Jesus looked at them carefully and said, “It’s impossible with human beings, but not with God. All
things are possible for God.”

Peter said to him, “Look, we’ve left everything and followed you.”

Jesus said, “I assure you that anyone who has left house, brothers, sisters, mother, father, children, or
farms because of me and because of the good news will receive one hundred times as much now in this
life—houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, children, and farms (with harassment)—and in the coming age,
eternal life. But many who are �rst will be last. And many who are last will be �rst.”

Scriptural Response

One: TheWord of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen

Anthem Psalm 1 Mark Hayes
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Message Needles & Camels Rev. Bob Rhodes

WE RESPOND TO THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Stewardship Moment



Invitation to the O�ering

O�ertory

† Doxology Praise God, fromWhom All Blessings Flow UMH 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings �ow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Confession – Liturgist

All: God of in�nite patience and wisdom, we come to you with so many things that claim
our time, our energy, our resources, our very lives. We are easily drawn away from
serving you by the enticements of the world for wealth, ease, and comfort. Just like the
young man in the scriptures, we are owned by our possessions, held captive by our
treasures. You continue to o�er to us healing and hope. You seek to transform our
lives from captivity to freedom in witness and service. We look at the world in which
there is so very much warfare and strife, anger and hatred, and we easily become
overwhelmed by the needs and the stresses. Help us to place our lives and our trust in
you, knowing that with your help, many wonderful things can be accomplished which
will provide hope and peace for others and ourselves. Give us courage and strength to
truly be your disciples. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

One: Who can be saved? With mortals, it is impossible. But for God, all things are possible. In the
name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

WE FOLLOW CHRIST INTO THE WORLD
† Closing Hymn The Summons TFWS 2130

1. Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?
Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?



2. Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?

3. Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same?
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?

4. Will you love the “you” you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?

5. Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.
In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

† Benediction

Postlude Nachspiel Anton Bruckner/Edited Hopson
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