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Call to Worship

One: Beloved, the voice of Wisdom calls to us from the street corner, the grocery store aisle, the noisy
dinner table, and the quiet places of our hearts. Will you listen?

All: Yes, with God’s help, we will listen!

One: Wisdom calls to us with hard truths, showing us where we’ve strayed in our hearts and as a
community and urging us back onto God’s path. Will you follow?

All: Yes, with God’s help, we will follow!

One: Wisdom’s call persists through the twists and turns, the rough patches, the barely discernible
paths forward, and the moments we feel completely lost. Will you hold ontoWisdom wherever
she takes you?

All: Yes, with God’s help, we will hold onto Wisdom!

One: Then Beloved, let us worship God together as we cling to wisdom on our journey along the
path of salvation paved with God’s love.

All: Yes! Let us worship God together! Amen.

Congregational Introit The Family Prayer Song TFWS 2188

Welcome

† Opening Hymn Be ThouMy Vision UMH 451

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
naught be all else to me, save that thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou and thou only, first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

3. Great God of heaven, my victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.



Blessing for Young Hearts

Prayers of the People
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying.
OnlineWorshipers may type prayer requests in the Live Chat, taking care for privacy.

Pastoral Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response Amen UMH 904

WE HEAR OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Scripture Proverbs 1:20-33 (NRSVue)

Wisdom cries out in the street;
in the squares she raises her voice.

At the busiest corner she cries out;
at the entrance of the city gates she speaks:

“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?
How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing
and fools hate knowledge?

Give heed to my reproof;
I will pour out my thoughts to you;
I will make my words known to you.

Because I have called and you refused,
have stretched out my hand and no one heeded,

and because you have ignored all my counsel
and would have none of my reproof,

I also will laugh at your calamity;
I will mock when panic strikes you,

when panic strikes you like a storm
and your calamity comes like a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.

Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer;



they will seek me diligently but will not find me.
Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the Lord,

would have none of my counsel
and despised all my reproof,

therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way
and be sated with their own devices.

For waywardness kills the simple,
and the complacency of fools destroys them;

but those who listen to me will be secure
and will live at ease without dread of disaster.”

Scriptural Response

One: TheWord of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen

Anthem Day by Day Stephen Schwartz/arr. Poorman
Chancel Choir, Lisa Corpron, Solo ©1971 Quartet Music, Inc.

Message Holding ontoWisdom Rev. Bob Rhodes

WE RESPOND TO THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Response to the Word

Invitation to the Offering

Offertory It IsWell withMy Soul Arr. Lloyd Larson
©2023 Lorenz Publishing Co.

† Doxology Praise God, fromWhom All Blessings Flow UMH 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!



Prayer of Confession

All: We long for wisdom, O Lord, but prefer that it be our own. We turn away from the
ideas of others and ignore the possibility and promise that come from life together
with you. Most of all, we drown out your gift of Wisdom as she seeks to get our
attention, for we believe that we know better or would prefer to decide where we
make her welcome. Forgive us, loving God. Bring an end to the self-righteousness that
ignores you, and awaken us anew to the Wisdom that comes only from you. Show us
how to walk in your ways and listen to your promise each and every day.

One: Friends in Christ, God desires us to heedWisdom as she cries out to us. God seeks to correct
our errors, clear away our hidden faults, and free us from slavery to sin and death. Through the
grace of Jesus, God restores us. In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

WE FOLLOW CHRIST INTO THE WORLD
† Closing Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory UMH 577

1. God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power;
crown thine ancient church's story; bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.

2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
Fears and doubts too long have bound us; free our hearts to work and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
for the living of these days, for the living of these days.

3. Cure thy children's warring madness, bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
lest we miss thy kingdom's goal, lest we miss thy kingdom's goal.

4. Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
let the search for thy salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore.

† Benediction
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