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Call to Worship 

One: Beloved, when sorrow and hardship abound and events across an ocean and down the block 
shake our resolve and make us question what good the good news is even doing, God calls to 
us…

All: Open your heart.

One: When fear and misinformation infiltrate our relationships, and we don’t know who to trust or 
how to do the next right thing, God calls to us…

All: Open your heart.

One: When joy overflows, and we witness the fruit of grace all around us, transforming our lives and 
our communities into places of connection and flourishing, God calls to us…

All: Open your heart.

One: May this time of worship be for each of us a time to listen to God’s call to open our hearts and 
accept the divine invitation to say yes to the work of grace in us, among us, and all around us.

All: God, we open our hearts to receive your gift of grace, knowing you hold us securely in 
the palm of your hands that we might have the courage to live in vulnerable 
community with you and one another. Amen.

Introit Gentle Shepherd W & S 3096

Welcome 

† Opening Hymn God of Grace and God of Glory UMH 577

1. God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power;
crown thine ancient church’s story; bring her bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour,
for the facing of this hour.

2. Lo! the hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
Fears and doubts too long have bound us; free our hearts to work and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days,
for the living of these days.

3. Cure thy children’s warring madness, bend our pride to thy control;
shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.



Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal,
lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.

4. Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore;
let the search for thy salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore,
serving thee whom we adore.

Blessing for Young Hearts 

Prayers of the People 
A Pastor will begin a time of prayer and name those for whom our congregation is praying. 
Online Worshipers may type prayer requests in the Live Chat, taking care for privacy.

Pastoral Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our tresspasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us, not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Prayer Response How Lovely, Lord, How Lovely TFWS 2042

WE HEAR OF THE LOVE OF CHRIST
Scripture 2 Corinthians 6:1-13 (NRSVue)

As we work together with him, we entreat you also not to accept the grace of God in vain. For he says,

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you,
    and on a day of salvation I have helped you.”

Look, now is the acceptable time; look, now is the day of salvation! We are putting no obstacle in 
anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we have 
commended ourselves in every way: in great endurance, afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; in purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness 
of spirit, genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for 
the right hand and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute and good repute. We are treated as 
impostors and yet are true, as unknown and yet are well known, as dying and look—we are alive, as 



punished and yet not killed, as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich, as having 
nothing and yet possessing everything.

We have spoken frankly to you Corinthians; our heart is wide open to you. There is no restriction in 
our affections but only in yours. In return—I speak as to children—open wide your hearts also.

Scriptural Response 

One: The Word of God for the People of God.
All: Thanks be to God! Amen

Anthem Be Still Frombach/McDonald
©2010 Beckenhorst Press

Message In Sorrow and Rejoicing Rev. Bob Rhodes

WE RESPOND TO THE PRESENCE OF CHRIST
Response to the Word 

Invitation to the Offering 

Offertory Peaceful Piano #17 Mark Hayes
©2023 Lorenz Publishing Co.

† Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow UMH 94

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise God, all creatures here below;
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God, the source of all our gifts!
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Confession 

All: Holy God, hear our prayer. There is pain and there is sorrow, there are broken 
relationships and broken hearts. Sometimes we are the cause of those things. We have 
caused pain. We have broken the relationship. Sometimes we are simply a part of them 
– we are the ones who suffer, we are the ones who are broken. So we ask for your 
forgiveness, and we ask for your healing. Beyond that, we ask that you would help us 



turn from our former selves to the persons you have created us to be, full of mercy and 
grace and love. Through Christ, who is our example, we pray. Amen.

One: From the great fountain of salvation, find peace in God’s grace. Even amidst the hardships and 
storms of life, God’s love carries us to safe harbors. Receive the unconditional love of God with 
hearts filled with joy.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

All: In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! Amen.

WE FOLLOW CHRIST INTO THE WORLD
† Closing Hymn Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above UMH 126

1. Sing praise to God who reigns above, the God of all creation,
the God of power, the God of love, the God of our salvation.
With healing balm my soul is filled and every faithless murmur stilled:
To God all praise and glory.

2. The Lord is never far away, but through all grief distressing,
an ever present help and stay, our peace and joy and blessing.
As with a mother’s tender hand, God gently leads the chosen band:
To God all praise and glory.

3. Thus, all my toilsome way along, I sing aloud thy praises,
that earth may hear the grateful song my voice unwearied raises.
Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, both soul and body bear your part:
To God all praise and glory.

4. Let all who name Christ’s holy name give God all praise and glory;
let all who own his power proclaim aloud the wondrous story!
Cast each false idol from its throne, for Christ is Lord, and Christ alone:
To God all praise and glory.

† Benediction 

Postlude Grand Jeu Jean Adam Guilain/Edited Hopson
©2006 Hope Publishing Co.

Liturgical elements from Discipleship Ministries (UMC) and The Abingdon Worship Annual.



Flowers: From Peter and Sandy McCreight who are celebrating 
59 years of marriage on June 25th

Liturgist: Joyce Theilacker
Organist: Robert Wuertz
Pianist: Rebecca Cosford
Ushers: Gail Chatfield, Ann Davis, Ann Gonsalves, Leigh Kramer,  Janet Lind, 
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Tech Team: AJ Prat, Cam Rhodes
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